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On May 20, Public Security Minister Victor Herrera told reporters that a new 400-person border
police force had been installed to patrol the 6,000 km. border with Nicaragua. The border police
are equipped with a high-tech communications system, several motor boats, 10 all-terrain vehicles,
horses, several motor boats, and a modern communications system. In addition, five new police
posts were established in several northern towns. The new police force is a response to the rising
incidence of arms trafficking, cattle rustling, abductions and violent crimes against area residents.
Some of the border area violence has been attributed to former Nicaraguan contras. Herrera noted
that one of the tasks of the border police will be locating and deactivating land mines. Several mines
have been discovered in the past few weeks. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 05/20/91)
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